
Proclamation 
The City of Wentzville, Missouri 

"MAYORS' MONARCH PLEDGE DAY" 
WHEREAS, the Monarch butterfly is an iconic North American 
species whose multigenerational migration and metamorphosis 
from caterpillar to butterfly has captured the imagination of 
millions of Americans; and 
WHEREAS, the Monarch butterfly is an important pollinator 
for plants; and 
WHEREAS, the Monarch butterfly population has plummeted 
90 percent due to habitat loss and environmental stress, and 
WHEREAS, the Midwest is a vital breeding ground of the 
Monarch butterflies traveling to Mexico; and 
WHEREAS, cities, towns, and counties have a critical role to 
play to help save the Monarch butterfly; and 
WHEREAS, every citizen of Wentzville can make a difference 
for the Monarch by planting native milkweed and plants to 
provide habitat for the Monarch and pollinators in locations 
where people live, work, learn, play and worship; and 
WHEREAS, on behalf of the people of Wentzville who have 
already created healthy habitat for these magnificent butterflies, 
I am honored to lead the way for our city by signing the 
National Wildlife Federation's Mayor' Monarch Pledge; 
NOW THEREFORE, I Nicholas Guccione, Mayor of the City 
of Wentzville, do hereby proclaim May 25th, 2016, as 
"MAYORS' MONARCH PLEDGE DAY" and encourage all 
citizens and other city officials across our great nation to take a 
stand with me so that the Monarch butterfly will once again 
across the continent. 
DATED THIS THE 25TH DAY OF MAY, 2016. 

Nicholas Guccione, Mayor 
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Please Help Us Save the Monarch Butterfly 
Mayors anel, chief executives in St. Charles County anel across the United States are taking 

action to help save the beautiful Monarch Butterfly: the monarch butterfly,. One of the most 

identifiable pollinators in the world, the Monarch Butterfly's population has dedined by 90% in 

the last 20 years. 

The Missourians for Monarchs and the National Wildlife Federation's Mayors' Monarch Pledge, 

are working to create habitat for the Monarch Butterfly and educate St. Charles County 

residents about how they can make a difference at home. There are fOur steps to having your 

community take part in saving the Monarch Butterfly. 

Tal<e the Pledge 
By takic;tg the Mayors' Monarch Pledge, you are committing to both restore habitat in your 

community andencourafje your citizens to do the same. Read the Mayors' MonarchPledae 

and tilen ~~;MJID$ru!!l!inru 

Specify VOIll!" Actions 

The NWF will follow up with the representative specified in the online pledge form and work to 

identify at least three specific actions that your community will take in the next year. 

Mayors/Executive who decide to take eight or more actions will receive special recognition and 

become a member of the Mavors' Monarch Pledge Leadership Circle. Read the Ma'Tors' 

Monarch Pledge Action Items and then specifY which actions YOU will take. 

Take Adiol'l 

Once you have taken the pledge and specified which actions your community will take over 

the next year, it's time to start taking action! Over the next several months, NWF will be 
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sharing best practices for cities and munidpalities through our online resources page, 

occasional email updates, social media, and webinars. Please refer to our resources paoe for 

more details: 

Report Progress 

Once you have speCified your actions and begun to take action we will ask communities to fill 

out a simple reporting fOrm on a quarterty basis. The reporting process Will only take about 5 

minutes and the data we collect will allow us to track the collective outcomes and impact of 

our work. 

j_paige
Rectangle



NATIONAL 

WILDLIFE 
FEDERATION • 

Mayors' Monarch Pledge 

The monarch butterfly is an iconic North American species whose 
multigenerational migration and metamorphosis from caterpillar to butterfly has 
captured the imagination of millions of Americans. 

We, the undersigned Mayors and local government chief executives, are deeply 
concerned about the decline of the monarch butterfly population. Twenty years 
ago, mor~ than one billion Eastern monarch butterflies migrated to Mexico. In the 
winter of 2014, only 60 million made the trip. The North American monarch 
population has declined by more than 90 percent in the past two decades. 
Monarcli'! scientists attribute the decline to degradation and loss of summer 
breeding habitat in the U.S., and loss of winter habitat in Mexico. Western 
populations of monarch butterflies that overwinter in California are also in 
decline. 

Cities, towns and counties have a critical role to play to help save the monarch 
-- butterfly. Municipalities in particular can provide habitat at public parks, median 

strips, community gardens and municipal buildings that serve as community hubs 
such as recreation centers and libraries. Schools, homes and businesses can all 
provide essential habitat for monarchs too. Simple changes in landscaping 
ordinances or school policies can make a big difference for the monarch. 
Educating citizens about how and where to grow milkweed is also a key piece of 
the puzzle. Creating habitat and educating citizens will benefit other pollinators 
that need healthy habitat as well. 

When Mayors speak up and take a stand, citizens notice. Therefore, we hereby 
commit to help restore habitat for the monarch and encourage our citizens to do 
the same, so that these magnificent butterflies will once again flourish across the 
continent. 

Sign the pledge at www.nwf.org/mayorsmonarchpledge 

### 
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Monarch Butterfly Community Action List 

St. Charles County Executive and Mayors who have taken the Mayors' Monarch Pledge are 
asked to commit to implement at least three of the 25 following action items within a year of 
taking the pledge. At least one action must be taken from the "Program & Demonstration 
Gardens" section. 

Any St. Charles elected executive/mayor, who takes more than eight actions will receive 
special recognition as part of the National Wildlife Federation's Mayors' Monarch 
Leadership Circle. NWF will follow up with all mayoral points of contact with a quarterly 
survey (1/1, 4/1, 7/1, 10/1) to monitor progress. Please visit 
www.nwf.orglmayorsmonarchpledge to take the pledge and access resources. 

Community AetioDS 

r 
Communications & Convening: 

1) Issue..a Proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch butterfly and 
the species' need for habitat. 

2) Launch a public communication effort to encourage citizens to plant monarch gardens 
at their homes or in their neighborhoods. 

3) Communicate with community garden groups and urge them to plant native milkweeds 
and nectar-producing plants. 

4) Convene city park and public works department staff and identify opportunities for 
revised mowing programs and milkweed / native nectar plant planting programs. 

5) Convene a meeting with gardening leaders in the community to discuss partnerships to 
support monarch butterfly conservation. 

Program & Demonstration Gardens: 

6) Host or support a native plant sale or milkweed seed giveaway event. 

7) Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort. 

8) Plant a monarch-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or another prominent 
location. 

9) Convert abandoned lots to monarch habitat. 

10) Plant milkweed and native nectar plants in medians and public rights-of-way. 
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... 

11) Launch a program to plant native milkweeds and nectar plants in school gardens by 
engaging students, teachers and the community. 

12) Earn r4l9Ognition for being a wildlife-friendly city by expanding your action plan to 
include other wildlife and habitat conservation efforts through a program like the NWF 
Community Wildlife Habitat program. 

13) Create a monarch neighborhood challenge to engage neighborhoods and 
homeowners' associationS within the city to create habitat for the monarch butterfly. 
14) Initiate or support citizen-science efforts that help monitor monarch migration and 
health. 

15) Add milkweed and nectar producing plants in community gardens. 

16) Expand invasive species removal programs to make it possible to re-establish native 
niilkw~ and nectar piants to the landscape. 

l 

17) Host or support a city monarch butterfly festival. 

Systenfs Change: 

18) Remove niilkweed from the list of noxious plants in city weed I landscaping 
ordinances (if applicable). 

19) Change weed or mowing ordinances to allow for native prairie and plant habitats. 

20) Increase the percentage of native plants, shrubs and trees that must be used in city 
landscaping ordinances and encourage use of niilkweed where appropriate. 

21) Direct city property managers to conSider the use of native niilkweed and nectar 
plants at city properties where appropriate. 

22) Integrate monarch butterfly conservation into the city's Park Master Plan, 
Sustainability Plan, Climate Resiliency Plan or other city plans. 

23) Change landscape ordinances to support integrated pest management and reduced use 
of pesticides and insecticides. 

24) Ban the use of neonicotinoid pesticides, or plants and seeds treated with 
neonicotinoid pesticides, on city lands. 
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